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{ MAHARAJGAN!J }

Uphill task for Cong’s young
turk against six-time BJP MP

Gaurav Saigal
gaurav.saigal@htlive.com

MAHARAJGAN!J : In the electoral
battle in Maharajganj, where
Kurmi votes hold the key, six-
time MP and union minister of
state for finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary is once again in the fray,
taking on Congress candidate
Virendra Chaudhary, who is a
first-time MLA from Pharenda.

Virendra, who has a strong-
hold in his constituency, got
the ticket after Congress
dropped its 2019 candidate and
national spokesperson Supriya
Shrinet following her alleged
remarks on BJP candidate from
Mandi in Himachal Pradesh
and Bollywood actress Kan-
gana Ranaut. Virendra faces an
uphill task as he is pitted
against a candidate who
secured more votes than Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
Varanasi in the 2019 elections.

Pankaj Chaudhary started
his political career in 1989 with
the Gorakhpur Municipal Cor-
poration elections. He then
went on to win the Maharaj-
ganj Lok Sabha seat consecu-
tively in 1991, 1996, and 1998.
After a break in 1999, he again
became an MP in 2004. In 2014
and 2019, he successfully
defended his fortress. In the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, he

arailway station.

PAST RESULTS
2019

Pankaj Chaudhary (BJP) 7,26,349
Akhilesh Singh (SP) 3,85,925

2014

Pankaj Chaudhary (BJP) 4,71,542

KN Shukla (BSP) 2,31,084
2009

Harsh Vardhan (Congress) 3,05,474

GS Pandey (BSP) 1,81,846
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Anandnagar junction connects the district with m:

ajor cities, but the headquarters does not have

Assembly constituencies

Pharenda, Nautanwa, Siswa, Maharajganj and Paniyara
are assembly constituencies.

SOURCED
Caste combination
12% Muslims,
22% Scheduled Caste
9% Kurmi/Saithwar
12% Nishad
9% Brahman
6% Bhumihar

J

received over 7,26,349 votes,
more than Narendra Modi’s
6,74,664 votes in Varanasi.
However, Pankaj’s victory mar-
gin was 3,40,424 votes, while
Modi registered a thumping
win by 4,79,505 votes.
Congress candidate Virendra

Chaudhary lost assembly elec-
tions in 2002 and 2007 on a BSP
ticket and in 2012 and 2017 on a
Congress ticket. However, he
garnered 84,755 votes in the
2022 assembly polls, more than
Congress’ Lok Sabha candidate
Supriya Shrinate in 2019.

Virendra’s name cropped up
again in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections alongside Supriya
Shrinate and Amanmani Tripa-
thi, a new induction into Con-
gress. Amanmani is the son of
Amarmani Tripathi, the former
UP minister, four-time MLA,

and strongman convicted for
the murder of poetess Mad-
humita Shukla, who was killed
on May 9, 2003, in Lucknow.

“The fight is interesting for
two reasons. First, the two key
contestants are banking on the
same caste equation. Secondly,
it’s a fight to break the continu-
ation of BJP winning a seat that
was a Congress stronghold in
the past,” said Ram Pyare, a
local.

Maharajganj goes to poll on
June 1. The district came into
existence in October 1989 and
is situated on the Indo-Nepal
border. Its boundaries touch
Nepal in the north, Gorakhpur
district in the south, Padrauna
district in the east, and Sid-
dharth Nagar and Sant Kabir
Nagar districts in the west.
There are 19,94,793 voters,
including 10,51,133 males,
9,43,570 females, and 30 oth-
ers.

A major election issue is rail-
way connectivity. Anandnagar
junction connects the district
with major cities, but the head-
quarters does not have a rail-
way station.

As a result, people from the
main city have to travel about
30 km to catch a train. Conse-
quently, the majority prefer
buses or their own personal
vehicles. w

{ KUSHINAGAR }

BJP e
Budd

Rajesh Kumar Singh
rajesh.singh@htlive.com

KUSHINAGAR: In the land of
Buddha’s Mahaparinirvana, the
Bharatiya Janata Party is aiming
for a third consecutive victory in
the 2024 Lok Sabha election,
while the Samajwadi Party is
striving to secure a maiden win
in a seat it has repeatedly failed
to capture despite the sizable
presence of its core support
base—Muslims and Yadavs.

The BJP has renominated its
sitting MP Vijay Dubey from
Kushinagar, which goes to the
polls in the seventh phase on
June 1. The Samajwadi Party has
fielded Ajai Pratap Singh, alias
Pintu Sainthwar, son of former
BJP MLA Janmejay Singh, who
belongs to the dominant Saint-
hwar community. The BSP has
fielded Subha Narayan Chauhan
from the OBC Nonia community.
However, the entry of Swami
Prasad Maurya, who has floated
the Rashtriya Shoshit Samaj
Party (RSSP) after breaking ties
with the Samajwadi Party, has
made the contest intriguing.

A soldier of Hindu Yuva
Vahini (HYV), floated by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in
2009 to spread the Hindutva
agenda in rural areas of East
Uttar Pradesh, Vijay Dubey is
relying on Yogi’s charisma to
secure victory in the 2024 Lok
Sabha election. Additionally, the
campaign efforts of former Con-

cing a hat-trick in land of
a’s Mahaparinirvana

IVIAIN CANDIDATES

e Vijay Dubey (BJP)

@ Ajai Pratap Singh alias
Pintu Sainthwar (SP)

o Subh Narayan Chauhan
(BSP)

o Swami Prasad Maurya
(RSSP)

PAST RESULTS

@ Vijay Kumar Dubey (BJP)
597,039
o NP Kushwaha (SP) 2,59,479
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e Rajesh Pandey (BJP)
3,70,051
o RPN Singh (Cong) 2,84,511

@ RPN Singh (Cong) 2,23,954
o Swami Prasad Maurya
(BSP) 2,02,860

v

gress MP RPN Singh, who joined
BJP before the 2022 assembly
election, have provided a signifi-
cant boost for Dubey. A scion of
the erstwhile Padrauna estate,
RPN Singh has considerable
influence over OBC voters in the
region.

Though Dubey won the 2019
Lok Sabha election with 56.68%
of the vote, defeating SP-BSP alli-
ance candidate Kushwaha and
Congress candidate RPN Singh,
the BJP has mobilised its resour-

ces, fearing that anti-incum-
bency against Dubey might ben-
efit the SP-Congress alliance can-
didate. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah and BJP national
president JP Nadda
have addressed rallies
in the constituency,
while Yogi has held a
series of public meet-
ings in Kushinagar to
safeguard the party’s
prestige.

Playing the develop-
ment card, BJP leaders
are also highlighting
the construction of
international airport, the estab-
lishment of a medical college
and agriculture university, the
renovation of old sugar mills and
the establishment of new ones,
and the launch of road projects
connecting rural areas with the

ON THE
GROUND

district headquarters in
Padrauna. The campaign also
emphasises welfare projects,
including housing, ration distri-
bution, water supply, electricity
connections, and the
Ayushman health
card, to win the sup-
port of OBC and Dalit
voters.

The division of
OBC votes, particu-
larly among the Saint-
hwar and Kushwaha
communities, tradi-
tionally considered
BJP supporters, has
raised concerns in the saffron
camp. SP candidate Ajai Pratap
Singh is appealing to his com-
munity to restore their ‘samman’
by sending him to the Lok Sabha.

He highlighted that leaders
from the Sainthwar community

have historically won from the
seat, while the BJP has fielded
upper caste candidates in the
2014, 2019, and 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. Singh also urged the
OBCs to unite and give a befitting
reply to the BJP in the election.

Addressing a public meeting
on Tuesday, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav raised issues of unem-
ployment, caste census, price
rise, farmer exploitation, and the
party’s fight to save the Constitu-
tion. Shiv Kumar Sainthwar, a
resident of Hata town who
attended the rally, noted that the
community vote is divided. “In
my town, the Sainthwar commu-
nity vote will go to both SP and
BJP,” he said.

Former Minister Swami
Prasad Maurya, who was elected
from the Padrauna assembly
segment in Kushinagar district
in the 2009 bypoll, and the 2012
and 2017 assembly elections on a
BSP ticket, is receiving a good
response in Kushwaha and
Dalit-dominated villages.

A BJP leader, Om Prakash
Singh, also acknowledged the
potential impact of Maurya’s
support among the OBC-Kush-
waha community, which could
dent BJP votes.

“We are already working to
counter the SP candidate’s
appeal to the Sainthwar commu-
nity by organising meetings with
RPN Singh and other OBC lead-
ers in Sainthwar-dominated vil-
lages,” he said.

{ GHOSI }

Big test of BJP’s ally as Rajbhar bats to ensure son’s win

Pawan Dixit

pawan.dixit@htlive.com

MAU : Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj
Party (SBSP) chief and Uttar Pra-
desh minister Om Prakash Raj-
bhar is playing with a straight
bat on the tricky poll pitch of
Ghosi for his son Arvind Raj-
bhar, who is in a tough contest
against the Samajwadi Party’s
Rajiv Rai.

Despite the tough electoral
challenge, the SBSP has its own
importance. It is one of the allies
on which the BJP is banking
heavily to deliver in the last lap
of the election on 13 seats of east
U.P.

In this ally experiment, Ghosi
has emerged as the nerve centre.
It remains to be seen whether
winning OP Rajbhar back to its
side months ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha polls will stand the
BJP in good stead.

The SBSP leader was an ally of
the Samajwadi Party in the 2022
Uttar Pradesh assembly polls.

It is also a key question
whether all the controversial
statements made by him back
then in Mau, Ghazipur and the
rest of the region against chief

minister Yogi Adityanath and
upper castes have faded from
public memory now.

Nonetheless, he remains an
important poll player in Ghosi as
the Rajbhar caste group has a
considerable base here and the
adjoining regions. They com-
prise around 1.60 lakh voters in
the Ghosi Lok Sabha seat. At the
same time, 3.50 lakh Dalits and 3
lakh Muslim voters are also a
deciding factor.

The presence of the BSP’s two-
time former MP Balkrishna
Chauhan has made the election
in Ghosi a triangular contest and
a caste battle among Bhumihars
and Rajbhars with the Chauhans
potentially playing spoilsport for
both the SBSP and the SP. Some
are of the view that most of the
150 lakh Chauhan voters are ral-
lying around Balkrishna Chau-
han.

“The Chauhan caste group
considered to be the BJP’s vote
bank has sided with the BSP can-
didate Balkrishna Chauhan. This
will further dent the winning
prospects of the NDA alliance
candidate,” said a BSP leader of
Mau.

As for the Bhumihars, they

IN FIGURES

02019 Atul Kumar Singh
(BSP)

@ 2014 Harinarayan Rajbhar
(BJP)

02009 Dara Singh
Chauhan (BSP)

#2004 Chandradeo Prasad
Rajbhar (SP)

@1999 Balkrishna Chauhan
(BSP)

CASTE COMPOSITION
e Dalits 3.50 lakh

o Muslims 3 lakh

e Rajbhars 1.60 lakh

e Yadavs 1.50 lakh

e Rajputs 1.55 lakh

o Chauhans 1.50 lakh

o Brahmins 1lakh

e Bhumihars 70,000

@ Vaishs 80,000

@ Mauryas 22,000 (approx)

are in a dilemma whether to
support Rajiv Rai of the Samaj-
wadi Party or the SBSP.

They feel that siding with Rai
would mean going against Uttar
Pradesh minister and BJP leader
AK Sharma, who belongs to Mau
district and comes from the
Bhumihar community.

“AK Sharma has done a lot for
Mau. For everyone in this town,
he is a one-stop solution for all
problems,” said a Bhumihar
leader from Mau.

“The Bhumihar community is
in a fix. Voting for the Samajwadi
Party candidate would mean
going against the minister,” he
added.

Om Prakash Rajbhar’s prob-
lems have also been com-
pounded by the exit of an old
associate Mahendra Rajbhar,
who got 88,095 votes in 2017
assembly poll as an SBSP candi-
date from Mau (Sadar). He is
now with the Samajwadi Party.

“Om Prakash Rajbhar isa BJP
ally in this election. But he had
contested the 2022 assembly poll
as a Samajwadi Party partner.
Then, he had given several con-
troversial statements against the
chief minister and upper castes.
People here have not forgotten
all that,” Amit Tripathi said, sip-
ping tea at Mau’s Phagu tea stall,
a famous hangout for political
discourse.

The Mau (Sadar) assembly
segment, which Mukhtar Ansari
had represented five times in a
row from 1996 to 2017, lies at the

heart of the Ghosi Lok Sa
constituency.

When Mukhtar opted out of
the 2022 assembly polls, his
elder son Abbas Ansari won the
seat as an SBSP candidate.

Despite being counted among
backward districts of the state,
development is not an issue in
Mau as the contest is on caste
lines.

“Mukhtar Ansari’s death
might be an issue among a sec-
tion of the community in Ghosi
Lok Sabha but not for others,”
added Tripathi.

“A lot of development has
taken place not only in Mau
but in the entire Ghosi Lok
Sabha. But no one will vote
on this issue. The election in
Ghosi has centred around caste
and not development,” Tripathi
said.

Ram Niwas Chaurasiya, betel
shop owner at Maunath Bhanjan
crossing, Munipurva, is satisfied
with the improved law and order
scenario under the Yogi Aditya-
nath government.

“The law and order situation
in Mau has improved a lot.
there is no fear of criminals,” hi
said.
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{ PANKAJ CHAUDHARY } MAHARAJGANJ MP

‘People will give mandate on
Modi govt's work, reject
INDIA’s narrow plank’

aharajganj Union

minister of state for

finance and six-term

MP Pankaj Chaud-
hary is in fray from his tradi-
tional stronghold of Maharaj-
ganj on the BJP ticket. A promi-
nent OBC face of the BJP in the
Purvanchal region (eastern
Uttar Pradesh), Chaudhary is
seeking a seventh term in the
Lok Sabha. He is facing a chal-
lenge from Congress candidate
Virendra Chaudhary, the party’s
sitting MLA from Pharenda,
and Bahujan Samaj Party candi-
date Mohammad Mausme
Alam.

During the centenary cele-
bration of the Gita Press, Gor-
akhpur, in July last year, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi visited
Pankaj Chaudhary’s residence
to give a message to the OBC
voters who have become an
important support base for the
BJP in Uttar Pradesh.

In a conversation with
Rajesh Kumar Singh, he spoke
about various issues, including
his relations with CM Yogi Adit-
yanath, the OBC factor, the
“Save Constitution” campaign of
the opposition and the anti-
incumbency factor. Excerpts:

You are contesting Lok
Sabha polls for the seventh
time. The INDIA bloc has
thrown a strong challenge.
What are your chances?

I am seeking a seventh term
on the 10 years of work done by
the Narendra Modi government.
After the Modi gov-

\S
acquisition of land has started
and farmers are getting com-
pensation.

The constituency has a good
network of roads, the villages in
the far- flung areas have power
connectivity. The construction
of a medical college is complete
and a passport office has
opened in the district. A new
sugar mill will be set up in Phar-
enda after the closure of the old
one.

Has the Samajwadi Party’s
PDA (Backward- Dalit- Mus-
lim) formula pushed the BJP
on the backfoot?

The Samajwadi Party only
talks of the backwards for votes,
but has done little for empower-
ment of the community. The
prime minister has worked for
the honour and welfare of the
backwards. The NDA govern-
ment gave Constitutional status
to the Backward Class Commis-
sion. The Mandal Commission
was constituted in the early
1980s but the Con-

ernment was formed ;Z == gress dumped its
in 2014, our country recommendations.
has progressed in all In 1989, the BJP
the fields. The BJP supported the
government’s welfare i National Front gov-
schemes have benefit- ernment that imple-
ted the people not ELECTION mented the Mandal

only in Maharajganj,
but also across the
country. The people
will give mandate on
the Modi government’s work
and reject the narrow caste and
regressive plank of the INDIA
bloc.

The Congress has fielded
sitting MLA Virendra Chaud-

INTERVIEW

Commission. The
Modi government
has granted reser-
vation to OBCs in
the educational institutions. Out
of the 70 Ministers in the Union
government, 27 come from the
backward community.

Thirteen Lok Sabha seats in
East UP are crucial for the

BJP and its allies the Apna Dal
(S), Nishad party and the SBSP
have a major role. Is the BJP
getting the allies’ votes?

Nishad party chief Sanjay
Nishad, SBSP chief Om Prakash
Rajbhar and Apna Dal (S) lead-
ers are campaigning in all the 13
constituencies to transfer their
votes to the BJP candidates. The
BJP is getting a good response
in the areas dominated by sup-
porters of the allies.

Has the Opposition’s “Save
Constitution” campaign rat-
tled the BJP?.

The people know that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
great respect for our Constitu-
tion. When he became Prime
Minister in 2014, he bowed
down with his forehead touch-
ing the stairs of Parliament. It
shows that PM has great respect
for the temple of our democ-
racy. The NDA government is in
the power for a decade has
there been any amendment in
the Constitution? The govern-
ment made 70 amendments to
the Constitution. The Congress
is making a mockery of the Con-
stitution. In our Constitution, it
has been clearly mentioned that
there will be no reservation on
the basis of religion, but follow-
ing the appeasement policy, the
Congress government has given
reservation to a particular com-
munity from the SC/ST/OBC
quota. In West Bengal, the TMC
government led by Mamta
Banerjee has given reservation
to 60 Muslim communities.
After the Calcutta high court
scrapped the reservation,
Mamata Banerjee has
announced to move the
Supreme Court.

Has the PM’s 400-plus slo-
gan given a push to the BJP
campaign or has it backfired?

The PM does not give slogans
in the air. In the 2014 Lok Sabha
election, the BJP gave the slogan
of 272 seats but the people gave
us more seats. In 2019, our slo-
gan was 300-plus and we
crossed the 300 mark. In this
election, people will ensure that
the NDA crosses the 400-mark.

hary, an OBC leader. Will the
opposition dent the BJP’s OBC
vote base?

In 1998, the BSP fielded OBC
leader Prem Sagar Patel from
Maharajganj but I won by a big
margin. I am not getting votes
on the basis of caste but 35
years of my work in the constit-
uency speak of my devotion to
the people of Maharajganj. The
BJP is contesting not on caste
but on nationalism and 10 years’
work of the Modi government.
Not only the OBCs, but also all
the communities have benefit-
ted under the BJP government.
They are voting for the BJP on
its work.

The Congress and SP lead-
ers alleged that you have been
a Lok Sabha members for six
terms but little has been done
for Maharajganj’s develop-
ment. What is your take?

The opposition is spreading
incorrect information about me.
They are trying to cheat and
misguide the people. In the
2024 Lok Sabha election, the
opposition leaders raised the
issue thatI failed to get railway
connectivity to Maharajganj.
The people of the constituency
are aware that Central govern-
ment has approved the project
to connect the administrative
heagQuarters of the district with

ail head. The work for the
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DraftAmended Layout Plan.

3. Objections and Suggestions are shall be sentin writing to the office
of the Regional Manager, UPSIDA at HIG-66, Sector-E, Aliganj,
Lucknow within 15 days from the date of publication of this notice
mentioning subject as "Regarding Public Suggestions/
Objections on draft partial amendment in Layout Plan of
Industrial Area Salon (Vespa Car)". Any person making the
Suggestions or Objections should also give his/h
address, email id and contact number
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We understand Punjab better

.P. State Industrial Development Authority
UPSIDA Complex, A-1/4, Lakhanpur, Kanpur-208024

Notice Regarding invitation of Public Objection / Suggestion on
Layout Plan of Industrial Area Salon (Vespa Car).

1. (a) The amended Layout Plan of Layout Plan of Industrial Area
Salon (Vespa Car) of Uttar Pradesh State Industrial Development
Authority (UPSIDA) situated in Disst- Raibarely has been prepared.
(b) A copy thereof will be available for inspection at the Regional
Manager of the Uttar Pradesh State Industrial Development
Authority, HIG-66, Sector-E, Aliganj, Lucknow between 10:00 am
to 5:00 pm on all working days till the date mentioned in Para 3
hereafter as well as Website: www.onlineupsida.com

2. Objections and Suggestions are hereby invited with respect of the

SHREEVATSAA FINANCE AND LEASING LIMITED
Regd. Office: 120 / 500(10)Lajpat Nagar, Kanpur -208005
CIN: L45201UP1986PLCO008364, Telephone No.0512-2530996
Email: investors.svfl@rediffmail.com, Website: www.svfl.co.in

EXTRACT OF STANDALONE AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND YEAR ENDED 31ST, MARCH, 2024

(Rupees In Lakhs)

Particulars Quarter Ended Year Ended
31.03.2024 | 31.12.2023 31.03.2023 31.03.2024 31.03.2023
Audited Unaudited Audited Audited Audited
1 | Total Income from operations (net) 23.57 22.35 20.22 91.77 86.51
2 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period ( before Tax/ Extraordinary items) 16.20 15.38 10.87 58.27 46.29
3 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period before tax (after Extraordinary 16.20 15.38 10.87 58.27 46.29
items)
4 | Net Profit/(Loss) for the period after tax (after Extraordinary items)| 16.20 15.38 10.87 43.66 33.61
5 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period (Comprising 16.20 15.38 10.87 43.66 33.61
Profit/(Loss) for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive
Income (after tax)
6 | Paid-up Equity Share Capital (Face value of Rs. 10/- each) 1,009.50 | 1,009.50 1,009.50 1,009.50 1,009.50
7 | Reserve (excluding Revaluation Reserves as per balance - - - 1,225.19 1,181.74
sheet of previous accounting year)
8 | Earning Per Share (before extraordinary items)
1. Basic 0.16 0.15 0.10 0.43 0.33
2. Diluted 0.16 0.15 0.10 0.43 0.33

section of our website at www.svfl.co.in
Standards.

meeting held on May 29, 2024.

Place: Kanpur
Dated: 29.05.2024

Note :-

1 The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarter and year ended audited financial Results filed with the Stock Exchanges under
regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015. The Full format of the Quarter and Year
Ended 31st March, 2024 Financial Results is available on the Stock Exchange website www.bseindia.com and on the (Investors relations)

2 The above Audited Financial Results have been prepared in accordance with the principles laid down in the Indian Accounting

3 The above Financial Results have been reviewed by Audited Committee and approved by Board of Directors of the Company in their

4 Our Company is registered Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC), the above extract is as per the provisions applicable to it.

For SHREEVATSAA FINANCE & LEASING LTD.

Anil Kumar Sharma
Managing Director

N

DIN:02463893 /
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Extract of Consclidated Audited Financial Results for the Quarter and Year ended 31/03/2024

(Rs. In Lakhs except EPS)
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